Annual Report for the Cub Scout Section 2008-2009

District Night Hike.

The District Night Hike passed off successfully on the evening of the 19th October 2008 in Woodburn Forest - favoured again with good weather.  Approximately 210 Cubs, Leaders and Helpers, completed the course and enjoyed the barbecue afterwards.  My thanks to all who contributed to the success of the evening especially Anne and Stephen who looked after the barbecue.  

District Bowling Competition

This event again took place at Glengormley Sports Bowl Thursday 28th November 2008.  Eight packs took part, the event being won by 1st Greenisland.  Thank you again to David McCann for again shouldering the organisational burden.

Inaugural District Carol Service.

 There was a sizable Cub presence at the inaugural Christmas Carol Concert held at St. Nicholas’ Church Carrickfergus on 12th December 2008.

District Cub Quiz

The District Cub Scout Quiz took place in St Nicholas‘ Church Halls on Friday 23rd January 2009.  Fifteen teams took part in what turned out to be a closely contested event.  Winners, by one point were, 1st Islandmagee from 1st Jordanstown B. Both teams progressed to the County Finals held on the Wednesday 25th February 2009. Thank you to all who helped make this event pass off successfully yet again - especially to 4th Carrickfergus leaders for their hospitality on the evening.

Northern Ireland Leaders' Get Together, Comfort Hotel Antrim- Northern Ireland Event.

Well over 100 Scouting leaders attended this successful event.  This could be styled Leaders‘ Conference‘ for those experienced enough to remember the old days.  There were more than 60 Cub Leaders from over Northern Ireland, including leaders from 5 South East Antrim Packs.   I thought this a good show‘ from SE.   

District Cub 5-a-Side Football.

This event contested by 15 teams was held at the Valley Leisure Centre on Friday 20th March 2009.  The winners were 1st Monkstown and runners up,  4th Carrickfergus.  Both these teams progressed to the County Finals.  1st Monkstown won the County competition and together with 4th Carrickfegus took part in the Northern Ireland finals held in Belfast District in June 2009.

The annual District Sports scheduled for 14th May 2009 had to be cancelled due to persistent rain during the day of the event resulting in soggy underfoot and impossible conditions at the planned venue, Ballyclare Rugby Club.  It is worth remembering that the 2008 Sports held at the same venue almost to the day, the 16th May 2008, was blessed with a beautiful evening.  You win some you lose some.  The District Sports Day eventually took place on the last day of the Greenhill District Camp at Newcastle at the end of May.  4th Carrickfergus won the Sports Shield with Ballyclare taking the Tug O War Cup.

Cub Scout Fun Day, Northern Ireland Event.

Three packs from the District participated at this event held at  Crawforsburn Scout Centre 23rd May 2009.

District Cub Camp.

This was held at Greenhill YMCA at Newcastle, County Down over the weekend of 22nd - 24th May 2009.  Five packs from the District took part and the weather was mainly kind.  The format was different to the usual Scouting Camps with the emphasis on activities.   River Bouldering, Low Level Assault Course and a Zip Line were among the many activities enjoyed by Cubs.  Post camp reports have been positive.  Cubs really enjoyed the camp and experience, which from my point of view was the overriding objective.  Thank you to the leaders who worked hard to this end in particular the 4 Akelas involved.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the District Commissioner and all Cub Scout Leaders in the District for their continued help and support.  Thls completes the report on the Cub Scout Section for the year 2008-09.

