SOUTH EAST ANTRIM DISTRICT 

BEAVER SCOUT REPORT 2008 / 2009

Northern Ireland Events
· Mr Beaver’s Zoo Day – October 2008
· Christmas at Crawfordsburn – Nov / Dec 2008. This was particularly busy, resulting in some colonies unable to book their requested date. The event is open to other groups such as Brownies making it a popular choice. At a cost of £6 per head which includes a present it is still good value and well worth a visit.
· Beaver Rally Day – 16 May 2009. This year the theme was Prehistoric Party and included activities, games and crafts associated with this. Colonies in general seem to prefer attendance every second year and may choose to run their own event or outing for the time in between.
District Events

· Cinema Evening – 27 February held at Cloughfern showed Walt Disney’s “The Wild”. This was well supported with 7 colonies in attendance, making a total of 114 Beavers. It was agreed to charge a levy of £1 per head and the proceeds were split between the Church and the NI Cancer Fund for Children.
Beaver and Cub Leaders Get Together – 21 March 2009
General Points

At the conference a general discussion took place on “Moving On” between sections. It was felt that more of an emphasis should be placed on preparing the children for moving from one section to the next. Some suggestions were spending time with the new section for a period of 4 weeks prior to the move, learning some key facts and getting to know the other members and leaders. It was felt this would encourage more children to stay. 

Time was also spent discussing the 6 Challenge Badges within the Beaver section and various activities were suggested to complete each Challenge. 

Lastly, the importance of programme planning was highlighted as was how to get the best use out of Scoutbase, POL and our local resource, NIBS. 

Current Status on Beaver Scout membership

Over the last 4 weeks, I have received a large amount of telephone enquiries about Beaver Scout membership. The number of requests has dramatically increased since last year and whilst this is great news it does create another problem – can the closest colony offer a place?
At present most Beaver colonies are reporting full membership:

1st Ballyclare – no vacancies

4th Carrick – register in operation  

1st Cloughfern – register in operation

1st Greenisland – has vacancies

1st Islandmagee – full membership

1st Jordanstown – in the process of filling vacancies from waitlist

1st Kilbride – full membership

1st Mossley – ABSL issue – unable to take new members at present
1st Whitehead – high numbers

1st Whitehouse – has vacancies.
The geographical area covered by each colony’s membership has increased. Islandmagee are now taking children from Larne and Kilbride are recruiting from the area previously covered by the Templepatrick colony. Greenisland and Whitehouse have offered to take new members from Jordanstown’s waitlist and Cloughfern have already taken 3 children from the list, in the hope that this action might help to reduce the substantial register. All this, however, points to a need for at least one new colony within the District.
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SE ANTRIM BEAVER SCOUTS
DIARY DATES – 2009 / 2010
· International Evening - 25 Sep 2009 (hosted by Kilbride)
· Mr Beaver’s Zoo Day - Saturday 17 October 2009

· Christmas at Crawfordsburn - Friday 27 Nov – Sat 5 Dec 2009 (Early booking advisable)
· Carol Service - Sun 6 Dec 2009 at 3.00pm (hosted by Cloughfern)

· Cinema Evening - Friday 19 February (hosted by Greenisland – 7.00pm tbc)
· Beaver Rally Day - Saturday 15 May 2010
