Funding / Grants

It was in the Six Mile Leisure Centre that I saw an advertisement for an ‘Open Day to meet The Funders’ to be held in the Newtownabbey Council premises at the Mill at Mossley.  Having nothing better to do I went along to the open day.  Now I know one has to jump through hoops to obtain funding from government agencies but this open day did seem to offer a lot of assistance to voluntary groups especially ones working with young people.
I can’t even begin to set myself up as an authority on obtaining money in the form of grants and government funding but I would like to set out the opportunities as they appeared to me at the open day.
· GOOD RELATIONS GRANT AID PROGRAMME
· While it was a Newtownabbey Council representative I was talking to she did stress that Carrickfergus and Larne also ran this programme. 
· The funding is not 100% - Groups will need to show they are raising or providing part of the necessary funds.

· Money can be provided for:
Seeding a project

Premises (if something has to be fixed / improved to allow the project to go ahead)

Outreach to other organisations 

Training (for leaders and youth members)

The list above is not prescriptive – the representative stressed that they will strive to grant assistance for projects – not try to find ways to not fund.
As always, direct application to the Council is necessary and forms have to be completed and many details supplied, however the council representative stressed that the money was there and to be imaginative and to discuss with them your proposals.
The contact for Newtownabbey is Claire Fox, 02890 340 033 email cfox@newtownabbey.gov.uk
I’m sorry but I don’t have the contact names for Larne or Carrickfergus, however the telephone numbers are: Larne 028 2827 2313 and Carrickfergus 028 9335 8000
· ENERGY EFFICIENT VENUES
This is money provided by the National Lottery.  You do not need to own your own premises; you can be using – for example – a Church hall or Community hall.

Money can be provided for – for example:
· Making the premises draught free

· Installing insulation

· Putting in double glazing

· Replacing boilers and radiators 

· Installing motion switches for lights etc, etc, etc
There are two grant sizes - £2,000 to £10,000 and £15,000 to £50,000 (I don’t know what happens to projects of £12,000 !)  There are various combinations of doubling up on grants to obtain more funding.

If you are considering a project in the larger range i.e. £15,000 to £50,000 then you need to have an Energy Audit and some projects may need statutory approval – however – the Energy Audit and statutory approval can be grant aided from the smaller £2,000 to £10,000 fund.
The current programme of funding is open until May 2012 – not far away so Groups would need to move fast on this one.

Contacts are: email enquiries.ni@biglotteryfund.org.uk 
Tel 028 9055 1455

AWARDS FOR ALL
This is a small grants programme for funding in the range £500 to £10,000.  Again the representatives stressed that the money was there, be imaginative and talk to them about your application / proposal.

‘Awards for All’ is a competitive programme so Groups are competing with others for the funds.  However the criteria could have been written for the Scout Movement.
Priority will be given to applications which:

· Increase opportunities for volunteering (Isn’t that what our Leaders are doing 2,3,4 and more hours each week not to count weekends and annual week long camps)

· Help people develop new skills

· Increase people’s self-confidence

· Inspire people to become involved with their community and the wider society

Funds have been provided in the past for:

· Developing an existing service in a particular area (isn’t this what Scout Groups do?)
· Help a neighbourhood set up a service in a community (Larne, Carrickfergus and Newtownabbey all need more voluntary youth groups and the Scout Movement can be part of that)

· Making small improvements to premises that are owned or leased (A Scout Hall / Hut or Church / school / community halls)

You may in the past have received funding from this scheme but that does not stop you making a fresh application.

Contacts are: email enquiries.ni@biglotteryfund.org.uk 
Tel 028 9055 1455

CAN PEACE III PARTNERSHIP

CAN stands for Carrickfergus, Antrim and Newtownabbey

This funding pot I found difficult to understand except that if the funders liked your proposal then you got the grant aid.
I think the easiest thing to say is that you have to be seen to be reaching out to the wider community in your area.

Perhaps if I listed the groupings / communities / clubs that have received funding in the past then you may think that your Scout Group could gain assistance.

· Glenfield / Castlemara PAKE (that’s Parents And Kids Together)

· Carrickfergus YMCA

· Carrickfergus Rugby Football Club

· Monkstown Community Sports Facility & Boxing Club
· University of Ulster Sports Academy

· Mossley Hockey Club

· Valley Netball Club

· Newtownabbey Anti-Racism Martial Arts Project

· Kasei Judo Club

I know most of the above are sports related, one makes contact with another club, arrange joint training and play matches (yes – there’s more to it than that) – but there are Scouting Ireland Groups around East Antrim.  Make contact and remember there is an International Camp on the horizon to be held in NI.  Could CAN PEACE III  help your group (and your Scouting Ireland Group) with funding (tents, equipment, transport etc)?
Final Item 

I thought this whole ‘Greenseas’ article would be about an A5 perhaps two A5 pages but I couldn’t summarise the information into that – but this is the last and perhaps the most important item.
The Office of First Minister and Deputy First Minister (OFMDFM) have put out a document for a ‘Social Investment Fund’.  A four year programme of £80,000,000 – that’s right 80 million pounds.

At this stage it is running a consolation - - a document to seek your views on how the money should be spent.  So, you can’t gain any money from it just yet but you can influence the criteria on how and where the money should be used.
The consultation document can be obtained from The Office of First Minister and Deputy First Minister (OFMDFM)

Tel: 028 9052 2542 
email: policysec@ofmdfmni.gov.uk
I hope you can make sense of all of the above and perhaps gain some financial assistance in your work for the young people of South East Antrim.

Charles Moore (DMDM)

